
 
 
 
 

Maryland Chapter of the American Planning Association Executive Committee 
August 18, 2006 
Conference Call  

 
Officers attending: 
Jenny Plummer-Welker, President-elect 
Dirk Geratz, Past President 
Alan Feinberg, Western MD 
Jason Burdette, Eastern Shore 
Jim Potter, At-Large 
 

1. The meeting, via conference call, was called to order at 10:05 AM by Jenny 
Plummer-Welker.  President Rich Hall was unavailable.  Alex Chen and Chris 
Finamore had replied to the R.S.V.P. that they were not available.  Jenny said she 
would take notes for the minutes in the Secretary’s absence. 

2. Action on proposed agenda.  Agenda was approved as presented. 
3. Approval of Meeting Minutes – 12/9/05; 05/19/06; and 06/16/06.  All the minutes 

were approved as submitted. 
4. Chapter Budget Report.  Deferred due to Treasurer Helen Spinelli absence. 
5. Bylaws Update – Jenny reported that two areas that will need to be amended are 

the elections schedule and the filling of Executive Committee vacancies.   
6. Communications Update. 

a. Website – Jason reported that national APA seems to be updating the 
calendar of events.  Newsletter – Alex Chen contacted Jenny.  The 
newsletter is ready to go, pending Rich’s submittal of the President’s 
Message.  Jenny will remind Rich.  This issue of the newsletter will 
include the call for 2006 Award nominations, so it is important that the 
newsletter be distributed as soon as possible. 

b. Newsletter – Jenny reported that Alex Chen was waiting on Rich for the 
President’s report.  She will contact Rich and remind him.  The Awards 
nomination form is to be included in the newsletter, so it is important the 
newsletter go out soon. 

7. Chapter Activities Update – 
a. Workshops 

i. Carroll Creek Project/City of Frederick– Feedback.  Alan reported 
that it was a great day with great weather, and over 20 people 
attended.  The event was jointly sponsored by the Henry George 
Foundation (?).  Alan stated that it makes sense for other groups to 
join us and said Richard Griffin, the host for the event, thinks it is a 
good idea to do joint events.  Alan stated the event was not hard to 
set up.  In addition to Richard Griffin, the tour included Bill and 
Teresa Cochran, artists, Ron Young, former mayor of Frederick, 



and Sue Hecht, legislator.  The Board had previously approved up 
to $150 for food.  Alan suggested Solomons Island as a potential 
mobile workshop location.  Alan agreed to write a report for the 
newsletter.  The next event on the calendar is a Baltimore mobile 
workshop in late September that Rich will coordinate.   

ii. Baltimore City Heritage Walk.  No report due to Rich’s absence. 
iii. Dirk briefed the committee on the Vernon Hustead lecture on 

September 20, 2006.  He was approached by the ASLA-Maryland 
Chapter about helping to sponsor.  The event will take place at the 
Patuxent Wildlife Visitor Center.  The Chapter will be listed as a 
co-sponsor at no charge.  The ASLA requested assistance with 
funding for refreshments.  Jenny moved that the MD APA Chapter 
provide up to $200 for the event.  Jason seconded.  Discussion:  
Alan suggested that the Executive Committee could establish a 
certain price for events so that as they come up, the sponsorship 
could be expedited.  Vote on motion, unanimously approved. 

b. 2006 Awards and Awards Ceremony.  Dirk will contact caterers for food 
prices.  He asked if we wanted to serve alcohol.  Members anticipated 
attendance to be between 50 and 100 people.  Dirk will provide caterers an 
estimate of 70-75 people.  Jenny reported that Raj Williams of DNR and 
Stuart Stainman of MD Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
responded to the request for volunteers to serve on the Awards Committee.  
Jenny invited Michael Bayer to serve too for private sector was 
represented.  Jenny will schedule a meeting of the Awards Committee for 
mid-October, after the DE-MD Regional Conference.   

8. AICP Workshop in Frederick.  Alan Feinberg reported on Sharon Suarez’s behalf.  
Three of the Executive Committees conducted the workshop: Alan, Sharon, and 
Jim. 

9. DE-MD Regional Conference – Jim reported that there will be a conference 
planning committee meeting on August 24, 2006.  This meeting will be important 
since it will include a walk-through of the conference hotel.  There is a concern 
about the exhibit area space.  Maryland speakers will include Pat Keller of the 
Baltimore County Planning Department, Rich Hall, and a representative of 
Maryland Mass Transit.  Having these speakers will make the conference less 
Delaware-centric.  Jim will ask Rich Hall to attend the meeting. 

10. Metro Regional Representative/Vice President Vacancies.  The Vice President’s 
position is vacant due to Chuck Kines’ resignation.  Members thought that the 
position should be offered first to members of the executive committee.  If none 
of the Executive Committee members are interested, then it could be offered to 
the members at large.  Jenny said that the Chapter’s bylaws do not address the 
filling of vacancies.  Recent past practice has been for the Executive Committee 
to appoint a Chapter member to fill the remainder of the term.  Jenny explained 
that Hazel Edwards had expressed her desire to resign from the committee.  Shiva 
Shrestha, one of the members had contacted her and Rich about filling Hazel’s 
Metro position.  Jenny briefly reviewed Ms. Shrestha’s resume.  She works as a 
Regional Planner and Assistant Regional Planner at the Maryland State Highway 



Administration.  Members were favorable to Ms. Shrestha’s offer to fill the Metro 
representative vacancy.   

11. Other Information for the Good of the Chapter.  Alan discussed the follow-up 
gathering to the Reality Check Plus in Frederick County.  Rick Brace, a former 
Chapter Executive Committee member, and Dru Schmidt-Perkins of 1,000 
Friends of Maryland hosted a 3-5-6 gathering, which Alan explained was a 
meeting on the third Wednesday between 5 and 6 PM.  The gathering was held at 
a restaurant, and about 30 to 40 people attended.  There was good discussion.  
Alan said similar follow-ups could be held every where.   

12. Adjourn Meeting.  Next meeting will be on September 10, 2006 at 10:00 AM.  
Several members stated their preference for a conference call versus a face-to-
face meeting.  Face-to-fact meetings could occur before events like the mobile 
workshops.  The conference call concluded at 10:41 AM. 

 
Respectfully Submitted By: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Jenny Plummer-Welker 
President-elect 


