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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

On January 1, 2018, I took office as President of the Maryland Chapter of the American 

Planning Association, a position I will hold until December 31, 2019. I have been privileged to 

work alongside a great Executive Committee in Vice President Peter Conrad, Treasurer 

Lauren Good, Secretary Holly Tompkins, Professional Development Officer Jacquelyn 

Rouse, and Past President Pat Haddon. Our Regional Representatives have also worked 

hard to make the Chapter better: Helen Spinelli in the Eastern Shore, Olivia Vidotto in 

Southern Maryland, Rich Hall in the Metro Area, Alan Feinberg in Western Maryland, and 

Angie Hernandez as our Statewide Representative. 

 

Since 2016, the Chapter has seen an increase in membership of 34 percent, from 423 

members to 566. Part of this growth comes from an increase in student members due to 

APA’s new policy of allowing matriculated higher education students to join for free. This 

membership increase, along with our 2017 dues increase, has improved the Chapter’s 

financial situation and allowed us to start expanding services to our members. 

 

In 2018, the Chapter brought Erin McMichael onboard as our new Business Manager. She 

has worked with the Executive Committee and our volunteers to improve our outreach by 

creating and managing a monthly newsletter and assisting us in providing educational and 

social events to our members. Late in 2018 we added two new newsletter & blog editors: 

Olivia Ceccarelli and Ashlee Green. They will focus their skills on improving the content that 

the Chapter provides to its members in 2019. The Chapter also worked throughout 2018 to 

improve its website, the latest version of which was launched in early January 2019. 

 

We held successful elections in 2018, re-electing our Vice-President, Secretary, and 

Treasurer. Under our recent bylaws changes, elections are now staggered, so elections for 

our President-Elect and for our regional representatives will occur in 2019. The Chapter also 

held a successful Annual Meeting, with the attendance of 137 planners and the adoption of 

bylaws changes to improve our Chapter’s operations. We also recognized Elizabeth Watson, 

the Chapter’s latest FAICP, for all her important historic preservation and planning work 

across the state. 
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The Chapter is well along in planning our net Biennial Conference, which will be held on 

October 6th through 8th, 2019 at Rocky Gap Casino ● Resort in Cumberland. We will be 

reactivating the Chapter’s awards program in 2019 and plan to present them at the 

Conference’s Awards Banquet. More information on that program will be available in early 

2019. 

 

We accomplished a lot in 2018, and we hope to accomplish even more in 2019. To ensure 

that our Chapter continues to be successful, I am asking for our members to step up and help 

us make APA-Maryland a better, more responsive organization. We need volunteers who will 

run for office, help us create activities and events, write newsletter articles and blog posts, 

assist with professional development activities, and help plan a great 2019 conference.  

 

We will be continuing to send out monthly newsletters and hold regular activities. Please look 

for us in your mailbox, attend some events, and engage in some socializing and networking. I 

look forward to the Chapter’s successful 2019, to being your President for one more year, and 

to seeing you all in Rocky Gap this October. 

 

 

 

James Palma, AICP 

President 

APA Maryland 

president@apamaryland.org 
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MISSION 
 

The mission of the Maryland Chapter of the American Planning Association is to make great 

communities happen in Maryland by offering continuing professional development and other 

valuable services to our members that will enable them to excel in their practice. We 

advocate for excellence in planning, promoting education and citizen empowerment, and 

providing our members with the tools and support necessary to meet the challenges of growth 

and change. We hold a biennial conference, produce a regular newsletter, offer continuous 

opportunities to network, and experience new and varied educational opportunities across the 

state. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President: James Palma, AICP 

President-Elect: Vacant 

Vice President: Peter Conrad, AICP 

Secretary: Holly A. Tompkins 

Treasurer: Lauren Good, AICP 

Past President: Patricia Haddon, AICP 

Professional Development: Jacquelyn Rouse, AICP 

Regional Representatives:  

Statewide: Angie Hernandez, AICP 

Western Maryland: Alan Feinberg, AICP 

Eastern Shore: Helen M. Spinelli, AICP 

Southern Maryland: Olivia Vidotto 

Baltimore Metro Area: Rich Hall, AICP 

 

FACULTY REPRESENTATIVES 

Morgan State: Siddhartha Sen, Ph.D. 

University of Maryland: Casey J. Dawkins, Ph.D. 

Salisbury: Amal Ali, Ph.D. 

 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 

Morgan State: Justin Fair 

University of Maryland: Kari Nye 

 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 

CM Coordinator: Holiday Collins Storck, AICP 

Emerging Planners: Laura Bianca-Pruett, AICP 

Webmaster: Andrew Bernish, AICP | GISP 

Newsletter Editors: Olivia Ceccarelli, Ashlee Green 

MDP and MPCA Representative: Joe Griffiths 

Business Manager: Erin McMichael 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Activities: Olivia Vidotto 

Awards: James Palma, AICP 

Biennial Conference: Josephine Boyer, AICP 

Communications: Peter Conrad, AICP 

Nominating: James Palma, AICP 

Professional Development: Jacquelyn Rouse, AICP 
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CHAPTER BUDGET 
 

Starting in 2018, APA Maryland’s dues 

structure changed from a flat cost of $25 

per member to a sliding scale of 2.5% of 

each member’s income. This change 

excludes student members, who are now 

allowed to join APA at no cost. This 

ensured an increase in revenue from dues 

from a budgeted $8,000 in 2017 to a 

budgeted $28,000 in 2018.  

 

Due to this increase in revenue, the 

Chapter has been able to contract for 

administrative services. Our contractor, 

Erin McMichael, has been able to offer 

support to the Chapter in the areas of 

outreach, event planning, and fundraising. 

 

The Chapter has continued its support of 

Maryland’s planning programs at each of 

the State’s three planning programs 

(Morgan State University, the University of 

Maryland, and Salisbury University). The 

Chapter has also continued its yearly 

support of the Maryland Planning 

Commissioner’s Association (MPCA). 

 

The Chapter adopted a break-even budget 

in 2018, and continues to maintain positive 

bank balances and a reserve of funds of approximately $60,000 to see it through any future 

income shortfalls or extraordinary unexpected expenditures.  

 

2018 Budgeted Revenues 

APA Operating Account Credits $28,000.00  

Activities & Professional Development $4,000.00  

Chapter Only Memberships $225.00  

Interest $5.00  

TOTAL REVENUES $32,230.00  

 

 

2018 Budgeted Expenditures 

Administration $12,200.00  

Conferences/Training $6,350.00  

Activities & Professional Development $5,000.00  

Higher Education Program Support $3,250.00  

Professional Development $2,399.00  

Communications $2,000.00  

MPCA Support $1,000.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES $32,199.00 

 

 

APA Operating Account
Credits

Activities & Professional
Development

Chapter Only
Memberships

Interest

Administration

Conferences/Training

Activities

Planning Program Support

Professional Development

Communications

MPCA Support
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FUNDRAISING 
 

Now that the Chapter has hired contractual assistance, we have more capability to perform 

outreach and seek sponsors for our operations. Erin McMichael started her fundraising 

outreach in 2018 and will continue to do so in 2019. We will be looking for both Chapter 

sponsors and Biennial Conference sponsors, and one of the benefits we will be offering 

sponsors is recognition on our new website and on Conference materials. Anyone interested 

in sponsoring the Chapter or the Biennial Conference should contact the Chapter. 

MEMBERSHIP OVERVIEW 
 

As of December 2018, APA Maryland has 566 members across the State and beyond. 

Members break down into six types: Regular, lifetime, retired, students, planning board, and 

academic faculty. The Chapter currently has 291 AICP members, as well as six FAICP 

members. AICP members make up 52 percent of the Chapter’s membership, higher than 

APA’s overall average of 44 percent. 

 

 

 

As of 2018, APA and Chapter membership is free for any student actively enrolled or 

matriculated in any university or college degree program and remains free for the duration of 

an individual's studies. This has resulted in the Chapter’s student membership increasing 

throughout the year, from 55 in December 2017 to 94 in December 2018. 
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The Chapter has been increasing its membership over the last two years after a steady 

decline since December 2009’s high point of 655 members. Chapter membership hit a low of 

423 members in December 2016, but has since grown by 143 members, a 34% increase in 

two years.  

 

 

The majority of the Chapter’s members (62%) are located within the Baltimore Metropolitan 

area (23 percent within Baltimore City alone). Almost 15 percent are located outside the 

boundaries of the Chapter, either in areas of Maryland covered by the National Capital Area 

Chapter (9%) or outside the State entirely (6%). 

CHAPTER COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Starting in 2018, the Chapter discontinued its longstanding quarterly newsletter, the Maryland 

Planner, in favor of a new, monthly email newsletter and a regularly-updated blog. The new 

monthly email newsletter retains the Maryland Planner name, but now all original content 

provided by our membership is posted on our blog. The Chapter also welcomed two new 

volunteers who will maintain our newsletter and blog. Olivia Ceccarelli and Ashlee Green will 

work with our contract administrator Erin McMichael to keep our membership up-to-date with 

the latest planning news from around Maryland. 
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In conjunction with this change, the Chapter has redesigned its website. While the new 

website was not launched until January 2019, all of the hard work was completed in 2018. 

Please stop by and tell us what you think by leaving a comment via our Contact page. 

 

Our webmaster Andrew Bernish tells us that the most popular page on or website (old or new) 

are the job postings. We are happy to provide this service to our members and strive to locate 

and post all relevant planning job postings in the State for our members to review. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

2018 was a successful year for the Chapter’s professional development objectives. The 

Chapter, through the efforts of Jacquelyn Rouse, our Professional Development Officer, and 

Holly Storck our CM Coordinator. They worked in conjunction with the Activities Committee 

led by Olivia Vidotto and the rest of the Executive Committee to create a group of well-

attended CM-credit activities: 
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• Post Disaster Planning in Ellicott City: Is Past Prologue? Held on January 31, 2018 

in Ellicott City, MD, this event drew 35 attendees and earned each AICP attendee 

one CM credit.  

• Translating Science for Comprehensive and Environmental Plans. Held on April 27, 

2018 in Cambridge, MD this event drew 45 attendees and earned each AICP 

attendee five CM credits. 

• Agriculture - Beyond the Farm. Held on May 18, 2018 at the Serenity Far in 

Benedict, MD, this event drew 25 attendees and earned each AICP attendee one 

and one-half CM credits.   

• APA Maryland’s 2018 Annual Meeting. Held on June 27, 2018 in Annapolis, MD, 

this event drew 134 attendees and earned each AICP attendee six CM credits. This 

event provided both 1.5 CM credits of ethics instruction and 1.5 CM credits in law 

instruction. 

• In the Zone: Farm Alcohol Producer Zoning in Carroll County. Held on September 

26, 2018 in Westminster, MD, this event earned each AICP attendee one CM 

credit.  

 

In total, the Chapter offered its members 14.5 in-person AICP CM credits in 2018, slightly 

fewer than our stated goal of 16 credits. However, our continuing membership in the Planning 

Webcast Series that we helped to create in 2011 allowed our members to access 29 live, 

streaming webcasts worth 1.5 CM credits each, a total of 43.5 CM credits.     

 

In addition, the Chapter co-sponsored an event with the Baltimore Chapter AIA and has 

entered into discussions on cosponsoring a future event with the Maryland Chapter ASLA. 

We also worked with the Maryland Planning Commissioners Association (MPCA) on planning 

their annual meeting, including assisting in content creation and presenter recruitment for the 

CM-eligible session Citizen and Professional Planners: A Vital Partnership that was held at 

the meeting on October 26, 2018.  

 

In 2018 we welcomed a new member of the Fellows of the American Institute of Certified 

Planners (FAICP) to the Chapter. A. Elizabeth Watson, FAICP of Heritage Strategies, LLC 

was named to the College of Fellows at the April 2018 APA national convention and was 
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honored at our June Annual Meeting. 

Currently, we are performing outreach 

to all potential 2020 FAICP candidates, 

so get in contact with Jacquelyn Rouse 

if you are interested! 

 

The Chapter also supported AICP 

Exam candidates through co-

sponsorship of an exam preparation 

session with the National Capital 

Chapter and through an on-going 

individual outreach program to chapter 

members who are pursuing AICP 

status.  Eight members of the Chapter 

passed the exam in 2018. The 

Chapter’s Professional Development Officer also provided assistance to several members of 

the Chapter in resolving individual issues related to membership in APA and ethics concerns.  

ACTIVITIES 
 

Our Activities Committee works in conjunction with the Professional Development Officer and 

the Emerging Planner’s Group to 

plan all of the Chapter’s activities, 

both for-credit as listed above and 

the purely social. Our most 

successful social activity in 2018 

was our Holiday party, held in the 

beautiful Zelda's Parlor at Poets 

Modern Restaurant in Baltimore’s 

Hotel Indigo. We had almost 50 

attendees who enjoyed an evening 

of smooth jazz, hors d'oeuvres, 

door prizes and socializing with their fellow planners.  

 

Images from the 2018 Annual Meeting 

 

Erin McMichael, Amanda Shifflet, and Angie Hernandez having 

fun at APA Maryland’s 2018 Holiday Party 



 

 

 
 

10 

 

The Chapter also held social events at the Transportation Research Board meeting (in 

conjunction with the Emerging Planners Group) in January 2018 and in conjunction with some 

of our for-credit events. Look for more social events to be held by APA Maryland throughout 

2019. 

BIENNIAL CONFERENCE PLANNING 
 

The Chapter will be holding its next Biennial Conference on October 6 through 8, 2019 at the 

Rocky Gap Casino • Resort in Cumberland, Maryland. Unlike many previous conferences, our 

2019 Conference is not being held in partnership with APA Delaware. To avoid conflicting 

with APA Delaware’s regional conference, APA Maryland put off its Biennial Conference from 

2018 to 2019 and is planning on holding a conference every two years on odd-numbered 

years going forward. 

 

 

 

The 2019 Biennial Conference theme is Negotiating Change: Balancing Development, 

Climate Change, and Preservation in Maryland. A call for session proposals will be sent out in 

early 2019. Any members who are interested in volunteering to help plan and run the 

conference should contact the Chapter. 
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REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
 

SOUTHERN MARYLAND: Olivia Vidotto, Representative 

Olivia Vidotto, the Chapter’s Southern Maryland Representative, 

planned and executed our May event, Agriculture - Beyond the Farm, 

which was held at the Serenity Farm in Benedict, MD. This event 

focused on the many changes in farming and how farmers are 

discovering new ways to utilize farmland.  While the weather limited 

some of the planned activities, the event was successful and another farm-related event is 

being planned in the region for May 2019. 

 

WESTERN MARYLAND: Alan Feinberg, AICP, Representative 

Alan Feinberg, AICP, the Chapter’s Western Maryland Representative, 

was only recently appointed to the Executive Committee to fill a 

vacancy in that position. Luckily for the Chapter, Alan has been 

involved with us before in various roles. As Western Maryland is the site 

of the Chapter’s upcoming Biennial Conference, he will be very busy in 

2019. Alan also plans on performing outreach in the region and working on methods for 

offering more educational opportunities to the members dispersed around this geographically 

large area. 

 

EASTERN SHORE: Helen Spinelli, AICP, Representative  

Helen Spinelli, AICP, the Chapter’s Eastern Shore Representative 

planned and executed the Chapter’s April event, Translating Science 

for Comprehensive and Environmental Plans, which was held in 

partnership with the University of Maryland Center for Environmental 

Science at the Horn Point Laboratory in Cambridge, Maryland. Another 

event with an environmental focus is being planned for 2019 at the same location. 
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METRO AREA: Rich Hall, AICP, Representative 

Rich Hall, AICP was appointed to be the Metro Area Representative to 

fill a vacancy in the Board. He has been working with the Biennial 

Conference Planning Committee to create a successful conference in 

2019, and has also been involved in efforts to attract new volunteers to 

the Chapter. 

 

STATEWIDE: Angie Hernandez, AICP, Representative  

Angie Hernandez, AICP was only recently appointed to be the 

Chapter’s Statewide Representative. However, she has become 

involved in the 2019 Biennial Conference Planning Committee and has 

also started outreach to surrounding APA chapters and to related 

organizations within Maryland to improve relationships and discover 

best practices for chapter operations. 

EMERGING PLANNERS GROUP 
 

2018 has been a year of rebuilding for the Emerging Planners Group, which was created as a 

division of APA Maryland in 2016. EPG sponsored a dinner to be held at the Transportation 

Research Board meeting in Washington, DC, and held preparation sessions for students 

looking to take the AICP exam under APA’s new AICP Candidate Pilot Program.  

VOLUNTEERS 
 

The Chapter has been increasing its efforts to attract new volunteers. We are holding 

Volunteer Happy Hours and attempting to involve new volunteers in Chapter committee work. 

In fact, one of our 2018 events, In the Zone: Farm Alcohol Producer Zoning in Carroll County, 

which was held in September in Westminster was planned by our new volunteer Lynda 

Eisenberg. We will be increasing our recruitment efforts in 2019 in our efforts to build a 

healthier and more robust Chapter for our members. Anyone interested in volunteering in 

2019 should contact the Chapter. 
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AWARDS 
 

While the Chapter did not give out any awards in 2018, we will be reactivating our Awards 

Committee in 2019 with an eye on holding an awards ceremony at the 2019 Biennial 

Conference at the Rocky Gap Casino • Resort in Cumberland, Maryland. The Chapter will be 

looking for awards nominations and for nomination reviewers in early 2019. 

WHAT TO EXPECT IN 2019 
 

APA Maryland is planning a full slate of activities and professional development opportunities 

in 2019. We are also holding our biennial conference, and working hard to ensure its success. 

We will also be working to improve our ability to integrate and mentor the ever-increasing 

number of students who are becoming members of the chapter through a reinvigorated 

Emerging Planners Group, and seeking out sponsors to assist us in or efforts.  

 

We will also be launching a Chapter strategic planning process in 2019, led by our Vice 

President Peter Conrad. This will consist of member outreach and surveys, along with a 

review of the best practices of other APA chapters. We hope that everyone will participate in 

the process and help us create a 5-year plan that reflects the needs of all our members 

across the State. 

 

The Chapter has a goal of providing at least 16 Certification Management (CM) credits for our 

AICP members, which we will meet by holding our Biennial Conference and other events 

already being planned across the State. We will also be enhancing our socializing and 

networking efforts, so be sure to check our new website’s calendar often for new events. 

 

We have a very busy 2019 planned, and we hope that all our members will be part of it.  
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