
Jane Dembner – in Memoriam  

Jane Dembner AICP, aged 58, passed away on June 11, 2019 in 
Columbia, Maryland, after a long struggle with cancer.   

A longtime Columbia resident, Jane combined her community 
activism with her most recent position as the Columbia 
Association’s Director of Planning and Community Development. 
At CA, she managed “Columbia Speaks”, an innovative planning 
day for Columbia residents, Columbia’s Aquatics Plan, Village 
Center revitalization planning, and Columbia’s Town Center 
project. Through the Community Foundation of Howard County, 
Jane was also a founding member of the Columbia Housing Center, 
which seeks to sustain Columbia’s racial integration.  

Jane’s 30 year planning career began with Fairfax County, VA and then at BDM in DC. She then 
spent the next 25 years of her career based in Maryland, starting as a planner at LDR 
International in Columbia. There Jane developed several notable and award-winning master 
plans including for the City of Frederick MD, Florence AL, Charlotte-Mecklenberg Co NC, Dublin 
OH and Raleigh, NC.  After LDR’s acquisition by HNTB, Jane continued her innovative work with 
the assessment and revision of the DC Comprehensive Plan, the Queen Anne’s County 
Comprehensive Plan, and the Chicago Regional 2040 Framework Plan.  At HNTB Jane was 
promoted to an Associate Vice President where she led several divisions’ work on multi-
disciplinary planning around the country. Then, in a world of engineers, she successfully 
managed, as deputy director of the Anacostia Waterfront Initiative, the complex public 
infrastructure investments designed to return the Anacostia Waterfront to vibrancy. She was 
the first woman to receive the firm’s prestigious “Fellow” award. 

The wide range of projects noted above hint at Jane’s tremendous energy, agility and smarts. A 
committed planner, Jane struck an unusual balance between idealism and a pragmatic drive to 
get things done through consensus building and management dexterity. For those who worked 
with and tried to keep up with her, Jane’s unflinching integrity, directness, strength of 
character, caring and humor were inspiring qualities.  In addition to the tireless dedication to 
her work and ideals, Jane was a generous and trusted mentor to the young planners lucky 
enough to find themselves in her orbit. Her legacy continues not only in the places she helped 
build and shape, but the lives she touched. 

The planning community extends condolences to Jane’s husband, Michael Osborne, and son, 
Daniel. A date for a memorial celebration for Jane will be announced on the Chapter website. 
Donations in Jane’s honor may be made to the Columbia Housing 
Center:  https://cfhoco.org/fund/columbiahousingcenter/. 
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